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tenant-farmer throve; but discontent began slowly to seethe;
and signs of it occasionally appeared in agrarian crimes^
though as yet too few to attract much notice. Simultaneously
rents rose, as the riches of the country increased; and, in
addition, the rights which the tenant had gained through
improvement and the sale of "goodwill," rights equivalent
often to real joint-ownership, had been augmented to an
extraordinary extent. Yet these rights were still kept outside
the pale of the law; and thus if much positive wrong was not
frequently done, law and fact continued to be in conflict
throughout the sphere of Irish landed relations.
All this sank deep into the minds of the peasantry; if they
acquiesced, they had the memory of the Celt; they had ac-
quired a rapidly increasing sense of their power, as education
had made way among them; and though they did not combine
in any agrarian movement, for an opportunity did not occur,
their apparent content was not real. A young generation too
of priests was arising, which looked to agitation and its hopes
again; these secretly fanned a flame beneath its ashes; and
the complete failure of reform as regards the land, in Parlia-
ment, caused sullen passions to burn beneath the surface.
The discontent, however, beginning to gather, had its principal
source and origin outside Ireland. The millions of emigrants
since 1846 had formed a new Ireland in the far West; they
had never forgiven the British Government for extruding themr
as they thought, from their homes, nor yet tbe evictions of a
terrible time; and they had become a formidable power in.the
United States, incensed against England and Irish landlords.
The exiles and their descendants were in close contact with
the Irish peasantry in numberless ways; their communications
became every year more frequent; and the feelings they
treasured passed by degrees, to some extent, into the hearts of
the people which remained seated on the soil of Ireland, and
especially of the Catholic masses, Hundreds of Irish Americans t